
Man Created in the Image of God
Session 12

Prayer: Prayer to one’s Guardian Angel & Troparion to Holy Angels (75)
	 Magnificat (Handout)
Image: Archangel Raphael & Archangels

INTRODUCTORY TOPICS:
THE LITURGICAL YEAR
O ANTIPHONS
GOSPEL READINGS FOR CHRISTMAS MASSES

CREATOR OF THE VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE

CCC 327: God is maker of  the visible and invisible, of  the earthly and the heavenly
	 Two Realms: Heaven and earth-- Both exist and the universe is not complete without 

understanding of  both.
 In addition to Heaven, there is Purgatory and Hell.  Time and time again, without question,, 

scripture and primarily through the words of  Jesus in the New Testament, testifies to the 
existence of  Hell as a place of  torment and eternal separation from God.  There is no time 
off  or release from Hell, but as the parable of  Lazarus describes, a great chasm lies between 
Heaven and Hell and it is impossible to cross this void.  Hell is reserved for those souls who 
have willfully denied God and the Church holds that there are indeed souls condemned to 
Hell, although it has never condemned any particular person to Hell, due to the Mystery of  
God’s mercy.  The idea of  Universal Salvation has appeared throughout the history of  the 
Faith, yet the Church has consistently and formally, since the 5th century, condemned any 
notion of  Universal Salvation.

	 Purgatory is the place of  final purification for those souls who are being prepared for Heaven.  
It is not Hell and souls do not go from Purgatory to Hell.  Thus, it is not a place of  testing 
and a soul in purgatory will eventually be purified and enter into Heaven. 

THE RANKS OF ANGELS

CCC 328: The existence of  angels is a truth of  faith.
CCC 329: Through the Church Doctor, St. Augustine, we recognize Angels according to their 

office, that is, according to the work that they have been ordained by God through His 
hierarchy of  Creation.  At the same time, they are spiritual beings, that is, they are not 
corporeal and a being that is substantially different than a human being.  While the name 
“Angel” means messenger, a human being who is a messenger is not an Angel.  Nor do 
human beings become Angels, as much of  popular culture often suggests.  At the same time, 
there are Saints who have appeared to people, their humanity having been perfected.  The 
Church Father Origen describes that at the moment of  creation, the different ranks of  living 
things became distant from God.  The Angelic rank also describes how far they became 
removed from God at this moment of  creation--the Seraphim being the closest, then 
Cherubim, down through the ranks.  Human Beings would be the rank following the 
“Angels”.



	
There are 9 Ranks/Choirs of  Angels:

• Seraphim (Tradition understands Satan/Lucifer to have been a Seraphim)
• Cherubim
• Thrones
• Dominions
• Virtues
• Powers
• Principalities
• Archangels
• Angels (incl. Guardian Angels)

CCC 330: Angels are Spiritual Creatures which possess intelligence and will, truly persons and 
surpass in perfection all visible, or corporeal creatures.

CCC 334-335: In the life of  the Church
In Mass: Join with the Angels.  This union is explicitly called out in the Preface to the Eucharistic 

prayer.
 “And so, with angels and archangels, thrones and dominions, and with all the hosts and 

Powers of  heave, we sing the hymn of  your glory as without end we acclaim. . .”

MAN CREATED IN THE IMAGE OF GOD

CCC 355: Man was created in the Image of  God
	
CCC 357: Man as someone, not something
	 Man as Person as the Holy Trinity is Persons
	 What does it mean to be a Person?
	 	 A Person is . . .
	 	 	 Not an Object
	 	 	 Not to be Used
	 	 	 Equal Dignity
	 	 	 Distinct and Different
	 	 	 An End in themself

John Paul II’s Theology of  the body is an exposition of  the consequences of  this: the holiness of  
the body, significance of  the body in salvation and how it affects our relationship to others.

	 CCC 371 Man was created for unity and finds fulfillment in unity.
	 	 Beginning with the revelation of  the Prophets to the Israelites, God has used the image 

of  marriage to describe the substance and expression of  the perfect unity intended for man.  
Therefore we can confidently say that everyone is called to marriage.

	 Original Sin and fall from this perfect condition disordered and distorted the original unity 
and our desires for true union.

 The creation of  man and woman was both intentional and meaningful and man only found 
fulfillment in with woman (of  course, vice-versa is true).  While both were created in the 



Image and Likeness of  God, each has distinct characteristics and qualities such that the union 
between the two is essential to a natural return to the pre-fallen state.  So yes, while religious 
and the ordained enter into a marriage relationship with God, this is like the relationship in 
the Garden between Adam and God, before Eve. This is the sacrificial nature and redemptive 
quality of  celibacy--except that it is not, because even if  a particular person does not ‘marry’ 
a person, the unity and companionship of  man and woman still exists.

CCC 358: Man was created to serve and love God	
	 As the Trinity is Love, we exist to and by love.	 Therefore we can look to 1 Cor 13:4 not 

only as a description of  the qualities of  Love, but also as a guide to human virtue and 
fulfillment.

Man in the Likeness of  God
	 CCC 374: In Paradise
	 	 The Fall of  Man from disobedience
	 	 Loss of  Perfection
	 	 Becoming less than man
	 	 This is why we speak of  healing and being freed from the chains/bonds of  sin
	 	
CCC 359: Revelation of  Man through the Incarnation
Redemption comes through salvation
	 Christ as the example of  Man
 Through our Redemption, we return to God’s likeness


