
Book of Revelation, Week 4
Chapters 6, 7, and 8

Chapter 6 begins a series of  events that are likely the most widely known and referenced events pulled from the Book of  
Revelation.  While the 4-Horsemen of  the Apocalypse have permeated all kinds of  secular culture, and inspired countless 

attempts to determine when the Second Coming will finally arrive, their context seems to give a stronger message of  warning 
to the Church about the temptations they will face, encouragement through the promises of  what will come to the faithful and 

assurance of  what will happen to those who oppose Go

SYMBOLISM OF THE SCROLL
THE PROPHETS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT
Ezekiel is given a scroll to eat, which contains the content of  the prophecy of  what is to take place. 

(Chap. 2)
Jeremiah is instructed to record what is to take place on a scroll. (Chap. 25)
Zecariah sees a flying scroll which carries with it the words of  God’s curse throughout the world. 

(Chap. 5)

THE SEALS
In interpreting the meaning of  the events that follow the breaking open of  the seals, it is important to 

keep in mind an understanding of  the symbolism of  the seals themselves, related to the scroll, 
which is the Word of  God and complete work and history of  salvation.  With this in mind we may 
consider:

 ✠  While a seal bears the approval and authority of  the one placing the seal, the source, or owner, 
of  the seals is not actually disclosed.

 ✠  A seal prevents one from receiving the contents of  what is sealed, and therefor from receiving 
the Word of  God.

 ✠  Seals can be locks, attempting to keep the Word in prison and its effects.
 ✠  A seal keeps the contents of  what is sealed from coming to fulfillment.
 ✠  What prevents the fulfillment of  the Word of  God?  Sin.
 ✠  The seals, can be a symbol of  sin that holds back the fulfillment of  the Word of  God and plan of  

salvation, and of  which the Lamb is the only one worthy to hold the scroll and capable of  both 
breaking open the seals, overcoming all sin, and revealing the plan of  salvation and the Word of  
God.

 ✠  If  the Lamb has come to break the seals, and therefor they stand in opposition to Him, we may 
also consider that the Seals represent, or reveal, what awaits those who deny Christ.

6TH SEAL: A CACOPHONY OF SYMBOLS
Earthquake:	 	 The judging wrath of  God
Sun and Moon:	 Placed in the sky to govern the night and the day.
	 	 	 Parallels the plague of  darkness against the Egyptians
	 	 	 Describes complete separation from God
Stars:	 	 Signify falling Angels or, being cut off  from the assistance of  the Angels 
	 	 	 And the stars that govern the seasons
Unripe Figs:	 	 Recalls the cursing of  the Fig Tree that failed to produce fruit, possibly indicating
	 	 	 that those who fall, lack the fruit of  the Spirit
Sky Vanishing:		 No longer can heaven be seen.  (Is. 34:4)  Intensifying the notion of  complete 

separation 
Kings. . . slave and the free:
	 	 	 May refer to 7 classes of  sinners



**May be a collection, or amalgamation of  Old Testament Prophecies, all of  which depict:
 The arrival of  God’s Judgment
	 Covering the entirety of  creation
	 Result from opposition or persistent denial of  God
	 Indicate a total separation from God

CHRONOLOGY IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION
The 5th and 6th Seals contain a very similar message to the final 2 letters to the Churches, in fact, 

overall there is a similarity in the patterns of  the messages expressed in the 7 letters and the first 6 
seals.  The messages are not exactly the same, so this is not a simple repetition using different 
imagery.  Rather in repeating some of  the themes, while providing new information, Revelation 
seems to make it clear that it is not following a linear chronology, while moving the story, or the 
message forward, on a deeper level.  There is a change in perspective and depth.

	 Ex. the Seals describe effects as a consequence of  human behavior, while the Trumpets bring about 
activity caused by God.

There is further indication that the vision does not show a series of  chronological events in that with 
the breaking of  the 6th Seal the entire Sun and Moon are darkened, yet after the 7th seal is broken 
and the trumpets sound, only a third of  the Moon disappears.

CHAPTER 7: INTERLUDE FEATURING A VISION OF HEAVENLY WORSHIP

The servants of  God receive His Seal:
	 Ezk. 9:3-6: The Righteous of  Israel are sealed with the Tau

They will be protected from the harm of  the calamities:
	 Those receiving the Seal of  God will still experience the calamitous events that take place, but they 

will not be harmed.  This can be deeply meaningful for a Church that is undergoing persecution, 
giving confidence that while there is suffering and challenges in the world, God remains in control, 
He has chosen His people among the Saints (144,00) and the faithful (Great Multitude from every 
nation), and no real harm will come to them.

Details another, more detailed image of  Heavenly worship that draws out and intensifies the contrast 
between the faithful and those who oppose God, or the Church.

CHAPTER 8: THE 7TH SEAL AND FIRST 4 TRUMPETS

With the breaking of  the 7th and final seal, the contents of  the scroll begin to be revealed.
Trumpets typically announce the arrival of  something significant, they are not the arrival itself.
There is a striking reflection and parallel between the first 4 trumpets and the plagues against Egypt.
With the first 4 Trumpets, we see the consequence of  sin, a reiteration of  the Seals.  As the first 4 Seals 

affected everything, the consequence of  sin also affects everything.  However, at the end of  the 
chapter before the sounding of  the final 3 Trumpets, we receive a special warning, Woe is given to 
the “Inhabitants of  the earth”, who are the ones who oppose to God.

There is a transition from a telling of  the consequence of  sinning to active judgment taken against 
sinners.

At this stage, there remains a restrained judgment, against only 1/3 of  what later will be total.


