
Book of Revelation, Week 8
Chapters 16, 17, and 18

Beginning in Chapter 16, we witness the effects of  God’s judgment as it is poured out on the world.  Described as 
His wrath, it is not so much a divine anger and destruction as we may at first imagine, but what is perceived as 

wrath, is the effects of  holiness on those who oppose God.  The unfolding of  the events of  the end of  time continues 
as the firmament that separates heaven from earth is removed and we witness, through the woman of  Babylon, the 
true, undeniable and everlasting effects of  God’ holiness coming into contact with those who refuse to repent and 

follow Him.

SEALS, TRUMPETS (ANGELS), AND BOWLS
Now that the last of  he seven bowls has been poured out and its effects revealed, it can be 

helpful to look back at all of  these main symbols that provide a foundation and backbone 
for the movement and events of  Revelation.

7 SEALS
1st: White Horse representing earthly power and kingship
2nd: Red Horse representing wrath and anger
3rd: Black Horse representing gluttony, greed and lust
4th: Pale Green Horse representing sloth and despair
5th: Martyrs dressed in White Robes, victims of  envy and opposition to God
6th: Darkness covers the earth indicating a total separation from God
7th: Leads to the sounding of  7 Trumpets

✠ While the first 4 Seals affect everything on earth, the final 3 are directed to the inhabitants of 
the earth (with a note of  explanation).  The breaking of  the 7th Seal leads to the sounding 
of  the 7 Trumpets, but the Trumpets are not the immediate consequence of  the Seal.  The 
immediate consequence is felt and intended for the inhabitants of  the earth.

✠ The breaking of  the Seals result in a particular kind of  destruction
✠ The Seals describe the consequence of  sin, not judgment that is taken

7 TRUMPETS
1st: Hail and fire burning a third of  the earth, trees and all green things
2nd: Burning mountain cast into the sea
3rd: A great star fell upon the freshwaters
4th: A third of  the sun and moon are darkened
5th: Another star falls that begins the time of  the 3 woes
6th: 4 angels are set free to take a third of  mankind
7th: Opening of  the Kingdom of  God to the earth
	 1st Angel: Proclaims the Gospel
	 2nd Angel: Decrees the collapse of  Babylon
	 3rd Angel: Cries out the punishment due those who followed the Beast

✠ Combined, the first 4 Trumpets effect all parts of  the earth, the fourth effecting night and day
✠ The effects of  the Trumpets blasts are partial.  The first 4 effect only 1/3.
✠ The announcements of  the 3 angels call out: proclamation of  the Gospel, call to repentance, 

judgment on the inhabitants of  the earth who do not repent.
✠ We can consider that the call of  the Trumpets, calls out what will happen to those who 

oppose God.



7 BOWLS/CHALICES
1st: Plague of  boils and sores
2nd: Sea turned into blood and everything in it dies
3rd: Rivers/Freshwater become blood and the inhabitants of  the earth only have blood to drink
4th: The Sun afflicts men with heat and fire
5th: Poured upon the thrown of  the Beast.  God’s judgment reveals the nature of  the Beast
6th: The Euphrates is dried up and the Kings of  the earth are called to war against God
	 The Euphrates is the source of  life.
7th: Poured upon the air and God’s judgment is pronounced on Babylon

✠ The Bowls/Chalices contain the effects of  God’s wrath.  If  we consider then what the 
contents of  the bowls may actually be, we need to go back to where bowls have been 
described in the Book of  Revelation.  Recall that the 24 elders surrounded the thrown of  
God, holding bowls of  incense, these were the prayers of  the faithful (5:8, cf. 8:3).  It would 
seem then, that our first consideration in interpreting these bowls, is to use this, or similar 
symbolism.  The contents of  the bowls then becomes not something evil and destructive by 
nature, but holy things that carry a sweet aroma to God.  Therefore, they depict the effects 
of  holiness on evil.  Furthermore, if  we consider the dual meaning of  the word as bowl, or 
chalice, a chalice would contain the blood of  Christ.  Again, the pouring out of  the 
chalices, show the result when the Blood of  Christ is poured out on those who oppose God.  
The wrath of  God is not so much a weapon born out of  anger, but is a description of  the 
results of  holy being poured on the unholy--like the reaction that exorcists witness when a 
possessed individual comes into contact with Holy Water, or a Rosary.

In other words, these verses describe what happens when the veil between heaven and earth is 
completely removed and the two come into contact with one another.

✠ The Bowls show a progression of  the signs:
	 Seals are seen from a distance
	 Trumpet blasts are heard
	 The contents of  the Bowls are poured upon the earth

✠ The Bowls are poured out on the inhabitants of  the earth and effects those with the mark of  
the Beast.  This indicates:

	 	 The Final Judgment is infallible
	 	 There remain faithful on the earth
	 	 At the end, none escape judgment

✠ If  we consider that the contents of  the bowls destroy, then the last three describe the 
destruction of  the Beast, the Euphrates, and the Firmament that separates heaven from 
earth.



NOTEWORTHY POINTS FROM CHAPTER 16
From the Euphrates that has dried up: The Word of  God is the source of  spiritual life, as the 

Euphrates was the source of  physical life.  Therefore at the time of  judgment, the 
proclamation of  the Word dries up, it will be no more, because it has already been 
proclaimed.  This is much like when Jesus was questioned before the Sanhedrin and refused 
to respond, saying only that what he had said, he had said openly and needed no defense.

We are given the warning to be alert because “I come like a thief  in the night”.  However, the 
righteous have no reason to fear because they are children of  the light and do not live in the 
night.  They need no light and have no reasons to fear evil because a thief  cannot surprise, 
or affect, one who sees with the clearness of  daylight.

The Assembly of  the kings of  the whole world--notice that the battle has moved from a 
mystical fight between the armies of  God and the Dragon and the Beasts, to men who raise 
against God.  Their kingly description also represent those who sought earthly over 
heavenly power.  Even in the light of  all that has transpired, they choose earth over heaven.

The gathering army also shows that the kings are being used by demonic players for their 
purpose

The purpose of  the final battle is for God’s army to be victorious

CHAPTER 17

After the description of  the Bowls of  God’s Wrath, Revelation offers another perspective on the 
judgment of  God which has just taken place.  In a way, it may be saying: Let me show you 
what just happened.”

The previous description focused on the cosmic, or mystical activity of  the Dragon and the 
Beasts.  Now it focuses on a woman riding the beast.  Although tempted, we can’t say that 
she wasn’t present before, because no mention was made.  This is a place where Revelation 
is retelling what has been told, yet taking a step deeper to add a greater detail.

The woman riding the Beast is Babylon.  Among other things, this represents the human 
followers of  the Beast, the significance of  this and greater detail comes in chapter 18, 
through the proclamation of  the angel regarding the fall of  Babylon.

That the Angel promises to explain the mystery of  the woman, but not of  the Beast, suggests 
that the meaning of  the Beast is general, and not referring to a specific ruler or kingdom.

The apparent death and resurrection of  the Beast indicates its mimicry of  the lamb.  But also, 
in this new context, strengthens the idea that evil persists throughout history and is not 
extinguished.  Some have taken evil’s persistence, that it is not truly extinguished to be a 
sign of  its greater power over God--the victory of  evil is inevitable so long as one follower of 
the Beast remains.  They argue that if  not everyone follows God, then He is not real, or not 
a loving God.  However, this is a complete overturning of  Satan’s argument that no man 
truly loves God.  In the end, evil cannot survive the holiness of  God, so that the truth is that 
so long as one holy one remains, evil cannot persist.

Ultimately, the war against the Lamb is fought through the Church and the faithful on earth 
(17:4)



THE FALL OF BABYLON THE GREAT (18:1-8)

In Babylon we see what is most opposed to God and that her desires will equally lead her to her own undoing as the 
final judgment of  God.

After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the earth 
became illumined by his splendor.

* He cried out in a mighty voice:
“Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great.
She has become a haunt for demons.
She is a cage for every unclean spirit,
a cage for every unclean bird,
[a cage for every unclean] and disgusting [beast].

For all the nations have drunk*
the wine of  her licentious passion.
The kings of  the earth had intercourse with her,
and the merchants of  the earth grew rich from her drive for luxury.”

Then I heard another voice from heaven say:
“Depart from her,* my people,
so as not to take part in her sins
and receive a share in her plagues,

for her sins are piled up to the sky,
and God remembers her crimes.

Pay her back as she has paid others.
Pay her back double for her deeds.
Into her cup pour double what she poured.

To the measure of  her boasting and wantonness
repay her in torment and grief;
for she said to herself,
‘I sit enthroned as queen;
I am no widow,
and I will never know grief.’

Therefore, her plagues will come in one day,
pestilence, grief, and famine;
she will be consumed by fire.
For mighty is the Lord God who judges her.”


